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Going abroad? 


We want you to be thoroughly briefed on every- 
thing residents of Canada should know, when returning 
from visits abroad, to make their Canadian Customs 
clearance formalities as fret-free and easy as possible. 


That’s why we've prepared this little booklet. 
Your “TI Declare’ will tell you about your tourist 
exemption entitlements, Customs reporting require- 
ments, other federal laws governing the importation 
of certain goods and much more to help you plan a 


perfect trip. 


We hope the information in this booklet will take 
some of the strain out of your trip arrangements and 
make the prospect of your return through Canadian 
Customs as pleasant as your voyage abroad. 


Bon voyage! 


For residents of 
Canada travelling 
abroad 


lf you are planning a trip outside Canada, there are some things 
you should know — or do — even before you leave home. 

You should have aclose look at the “Personal Exemptions” section 
of this booklet. In addition to your personal exemption, you can bring 
back any quantity of goods — apart from certain restricted items — 
if you are willing to pay duty and taxes on them. 


Before you leave 


Restrictions 


Firearms. 

lf you were planning to acquire any kind of firearm while you are 
abroad, it would be wise to check out the new firearms legislation 
with your local police or Customs office. 


Motor vehicles. 

To bring in a new vehicle from outside Canada is expensive and, 
for a used car, it is in most cases impossible. Your local Customs 
office can advise you on this. 


CB radios. 

Before buying acitizens’ band radio abroad, check with one of the 
50 local offices of the federal Department of Communications, to 
ensure that your intended purchase meets Canadian standards. 

From the same source you can find out current US operating 
regulations, if you intend to take your own CB equipment on a visit 
there. 


Neco 


Carrying valuables with you 


BEFORE YOU GO .... have all the valuable items you plan to take 
with you such as cameras, sporting goods, expensive jewelry and 
watches, boats, motors, trailers, etc., identified and listed by your 
local Customs office or, if you're leaving by road, call at Canadian 
Customs on your way out. 

An insurance policy or jewellers appraisal would help Customs 
identify valuable jewelry. 


Co-operation with other 
departments 


In protecting people, livestock, crops and forests from the acci- 
dental introduction of diseases and pests, Canadian Customs assists 
these three federal departments — Health and Welfare, Agriculture 
and Environment. 


Health and Welfare 


If you plan to visit — or pass through — any countries where 
smallpox, cholera, yellow fever or malaria are known to occur, you 
should find out beforehand what vaccination or inoculation require- 
ments exist. 

You can obtain this information from your federal or provincial 
health officer, or you can write to: 

Health and Welfare Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0K9 


Agriculture 


The international movement of livestock (including all kinds of 
pets), meat and meat products, plants — and the earth, sand or other 
substance in which they are packed — is strictly controlled. 


Meat and meat products. 


Certain quantities can be brought in from the USA and — under 
different conditions — from other parts of the world. 

Citrus fruits are no problem, since they are not grown in Canada, 
but there are restrictions on certain kinds of tree-fruits and fresh 
vegetables. 

For specific information on livestock, pets, meat and meat products, 
contact the Health of Animals Branch, and on plants, fresh fruit and 
vegetables, contact the Plant Quarantine Division of: 


Canada Department of Agriculture 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C5 


Environment 


Canada is a signatory to an international convention restricting 
the sale or movement of a large and growing number of animals, 
birds, reptiles, fish, insects and certain forms of plant life that are 
now on the endangered species list. 

The restrictions also apply to any recognizable by-products made 
of the fur, skin, feathers, bone, etc., of these creatures. It would be a 
good idea to find out in advance what items you can bring back with 
you, by checking with: 


Convention Administrator 
Canadian Wildlife Service, 
Environment Canada, 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H3 


SABLA 


While you are abroad 


Receipts 


It is important to keep all receipts for purchases, accommodation, 
repairs done to — or parts acquired for — your vehicle, for pre- 
sentation to Customs, as evidence of the length of your stay and the 
value of the goods or repairs. 


Gifts 


You may send gifts from abroad to friends or relatives in Canada 
under certain conditions. First, each gift must be valued at no more 
than $15 Canadian and, secondly, the gifts must NOT consist of 
alcoholic beverages, tobacco products or advertising matter. 

lf any gift is valued at more than $15, your friend or relative will be 
required to pay regular duty and taxes on the excess amount. 

Gifts sent from abroad do NOT count against your personal exemp- 
tion. Make sure a gift card is enclosed, to avoid misunderstanding. 


Works of art 


Original paintings, drawings, pastels and graphics may usually be 
brought back into Canada free of duty and taxes, if they are valued 
at $20 or more. Valued at less than $20, they will be subject to federal 
Sales tax. 

However, the key word is original. If your “original” turns out to 
be a factory-made copy, you will either have to pay duty and taxes on 
the price you actually paid, or include it in your personal exemption. 


Personal exemptions 


Who qualifies? 


Any resident of Canada returning from a trip abroad may 
qualify for a personal exemption and therefore be able to bring into 
Canada goods up to a certain value — free of duty and taxes. 
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Even a babe in arms may qualify and in that case the parent or 
guardian may make a Customs declaration on behalf of the infant. 
The only proviso is that the goods purchased in the child’s name 
must obviously be for his or her exclusive use. 


Limitations 


The “personal exemption” entitlement has certain limitations — 
the frequency of its use, the length of stay abroad and, in the case 
of alcoholic beverages and tobacco products, the age of the indivi- 
dual. 

In general, the goods brought in under a personal exemption 
must be for personal or household use, as Souvenirs of your trip or as 
gifts for friends or relatives. Goods purchased for commercial use, or 
on behalf of another person, do not qualify and will be subject to 
full duty and taxes. 

The exemption is a very personal thing, for which each individual 
does — or does not — qualify at any given time. Your exemption 
cannot be pooled with, or transferred to, other individuals. 

You cannot, for example, combine your quarterly ($50) and 
yearly ($150) exemptions and claim a “special” exemption of $200. 

Nor can you use half of your yearly exemption now and “save” 
the other $75 for another trip six months from now! 

The details on personal exemptions follow, but it would also be 
worth your while to look at the section “Exceeding your personal 
exemption” on page 6. 


The details 


After 48 hours’ absence or more 


Any number of times per year, you may bring in goods to the 
value of $10. Only an oral declaration is required. 


Once every calendar quarter, you may bring in goods to the 
value of $50. A written declaration may be required. 


After seven days absence or more 
(NOT counting the day you left Canada) 


Once every calendar year. you may bring in goods to the 
value of $150. A written declaration will be required. 


NOTE: You can claim a yearly ($150) and a 
quarterly ($50) exemption in one calen- 
dar quarter, provided these are claimed 
for separate trips. 


Tobacco products and alcoholic beverages 


Subject to the conditions below, you may bring in alcoholic 
beverages and tobacco products free of duty and taxes if you are 
eligible for the quarterly ($50) or yearly ($150) exemption. 

The dollar value of these items will of course form part of your 
personal exemption. 


Tobacco products. 


Any person aged 16 or over may bring in 200 Cigarettes and 50 
cigars (or cigarillos) and 2 lbs of tobacco. 

Additional quantities may be brought in, if you are willing to pay 
duty and taxes on the excess amount. 


Alcoholic beverages. 


If you meet the age requirements set by the province or territory 
through which you re-enter Canada, you may bring in 40 oz (1.1 litres) 
of wine or liquor, or 24 x 12-0z cans or bottles (or its equivalent — 288 
fl. oz, or 8.2 litres) of beer or ale. 

All provinces except Prince Edward Island and the Northwest 
Territories allow you to exceed the normal allowance by up to two 
extra gallons, though the cost is high and a special permit is 
required. These permits can be purchased at Customs on your return. 

For further information, check with the appropriate liquor control 
authority before you leave Canada. 

All tobacco products and alcoholic beverages must accompany you in 
your hand or checked luggage. 


When you return to Canada 


Declaration 


When you re-enter Canada you must declare to Customs everything 
you have acquired abroad, whether as purchases or as gifts. This 
must include goods still in your possession that you bought at a 
Canadian or foreign duty-free store. 

These goods should be easily accessible for inspection and it's a 
good idea to have with you receipts for goods purchased, for ac- 
commodation while you were away and for repairs done (or parts 
added) to articles you had in your possession when you left Canada, 
including your motor vehicle, outboard motor, camera, etc. Such 
repairs and parts may be subject to duty and taxes. . 

When repairs or replacement parts for your motor vehicle, cruiser, 
yacht or aircraft were essential to your safe return to Canada, a 
remission of duty and taxes may be granted. . 

Gifts that you sent from abroad to friends or relatives in 
Canada do NOT count against your personal exemption. Gifts that 
you bring back with you DO count. 


Goods which must accompany you 


The goods you bring in under the $10 or $50 exemption must 
accompany you in hand or checked luggage, no matter what coun- 
tries you have been visiting. . . 

They must also accompany you if you bring them in under the 
yearly ($150) exemption, but have been travelling within continental 
North America (including the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
Panama and the mainland north of Panama). 

Remember, too, that alcohalic beverages and tobacco products must 
always accompany you. 


Goods “to follow” 


If your travels have taken you further afield — to the West Indies, 
Bermuda, Barbados, Hawaii, South America or other continents — 
the goods you have acquired in those places may follow you by mail 
or other means of transport. List with Customs, on your declaration 
form, all the goods that are ‘to follow’. 


NOTE: When you are advised that your goods 
have arrived, you have 30 days in which 
to clear them through Customs, by pre- 
senting your copy of the declaration 
form. 


Exchanging goods 


lf any of the goods you bought abroad have to be repaired or re- 
placed, you have 60 days from the date of your return to Canada in 
which to contact Customs and arrange documentation to cover the 
exchange. 


Exceeding your personal exemption 


There is nothing to stop you bringing back any quantity of goods 
(even if you cannot qualify for any kind of personal exemption), pro- 
vided you are willing to pay the full rate of duty and taxes. 

If you qualify for — but have exceeded — the $10 exemption. you will 
have to pay regular duty and taxes on the excess. In the case of the 
$50 or $150 exemptions. there is aspecial rate of 25 per cent on the first 
$150-worth, then regular duty and taxes apply on any quantity over 
that. The extra goods must accompany you. 

If you are bringing in alot of goods, the Customs officer can advise 
you which goods to charge to your personal exemption — to give you 
maximum duty and tax advantages. 

If you are bringing in far less than your personal exemption allows, 
the Customs officer can let you know if it would pay to clear the 
goods under the 25 per cent special rate — and save your personal 
exemption for another trip. 

A few items may be duty and tax-free in any case. 


See “Payment,” page 8. 
You and the Customs officer 


The Customs officer, who willhelp you as much as possible, is also 
required to protect Canada’s safety, economic life and environment. 

Remember, too, that goods not declared — or falsely declared — 
are Subject to seizure and forfeiture and the traveller may face 
severe penalties. 

Penalties are imposed according to the law and the circumstances. 
This is what could happen to you if, for example, you were caught 
smuggling an item worth $200. The item could be seized and forfeited 
outright, or you might have to pay much more than its actual value to 
have it released. In addition, the car (or boat, or aircraft) that trans- 
ported the item could be seized and forfeited, or it might cost you or 
the owner more than $100 to get it back. In addition. you might face 
prosecution for smuggling and a possible fine of $200-$1,000, or 
Imprisonment of one to four years, or both. 


Duty and tax information 


Customs assessments depend both on what you buy — and where 
you buy it. Out of Canada’s four principal trade agreements with 
other countries, the two most commonly used are the “British Pre- 
ferential” and the “Most Favored Nation”. 

The “British Preferential” tariff rate applies to goods purchased in 
Britain itself and in most Commonwealth countries. 

However, travel statistics show that residents of Canada most 
frequently do their shopping in the USA — one of the “Most 
Favored Nation” group. Other countries covered by the “Most 
Favored Nation” treaty include Japan and most of the western in- 
dustrialized nations (other than Britain). 

Here is a small sampling of the goods most often purchased 
outside Canada: 


Some items free of duty and ALL taxes 


Coin and stamp collections, hearing aids 
*Paintings — originals valued at over $20 
“Sculptures — originals valued at $75 or more 


“If valued at less than $20, subject to 12 per cent federal sales tax 
only. 
“If valued at under $75, subject to both duty and federal sales tax 


Some items free of duty but liable for 12 per cent 
Sales tax 


Camera accessories (exposure meters, range finders, tripods, etc) 
Electric razors. 

Some musical instruments, including accordions, clarinets, violins 
and bows. 


Dutiable but free of sales tax 


Most Favored Nation 
rate (percentage) 


Books .novels, paperback or hard cover, 


in English, also dictionaries. 10 
Clothing 
Cotton 99 1p 
Knitted 21 \o 
Over 50 per cent man-made fibre 25 | 
Over 50 per cent vegetable fibre 22\/> 
Shoes, dress . Vas) 


Dutiable AND taxable items 


Note that where duty and the 12 per cent federal sales tax 
both apply (true of all goods listed below), the sales tax is 
applied after the duty has been added. This figure is known as 
the ‘duty-paid value’. 

For example, if you buy a $100 radio in the USA, the duty 
is 15 per cent. The duty-paid value is therefore $115. Add to 
that the 12 per cent sales tax and the result is $128.80 (not 
$127, as you might have expected). 


; MEN rate 

Audio-visual Equipment (cont'd) 
CB radios, other radios and TV sets (with or 
without record or tape players), stereo sets 15 
Phonograph records or recorded tapes 15 
Books — novels, paperback or hard cover, in 

English, also dictionaries. 10 
Calculators 10 
Cameras 10 
Sporting Goods 
Golf clubs and golf balls 15 
Golf bags 20 
Golf shoes 2a 
Tennis rackets and tennis balls 15 
Skis, bindings and poles 15 
Ski boots 25 
“Watches 20 
Jewelry (real or imitation) 25 


*If valued at over $50, a 10 per cent excise tax is applied to the 
excess amount. 


**A 10 per cent excise tax is applied to the duty-paid value. 


Note: 


the rates of duty and taxes shown on pp / and 8canchange at 
short notice. For specific information, please consult your 
Customs office before you leave Canada. While you are abroad, 
Canadian embassies, high commissions or consulates will 
do their best to provide such information, but it may take 
time. 


Payment 


To clear your goods through Customs, payment can be in cash, by 
travellers’ cheques or by certified cheque. 


Regional Customs Offices 


Region 


Atlantic 


Québec 


Montréal 


Ottawa 


Toronto 


Hamilton 


London 


Windsor 


Winnipeg 


Saskatchewan 


Alberta 


Pacific 


Address 


Customs Office 
5670 Spring Garden Road 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3JU 2Z8 


Customs Office 
2 St. Andre St., 
Québec, P.Q. G1K 7P6 


Customs Office 
400 Youville Square 
Montréal, P.Q., H2Y 3N4 


Customs Office 
1650 Carling Avenue. 
Ottawa, Ontario K2A 3Y1 


Customs Office 

POF Box 10) Station: A” 
Manulife Centre, 10th Floor 
55 Bloor Street W. 
Toronto, Ontario M5W 1A3 


Customs Office 
10 John St. S: 
Hamiiton, Ontario L8N 3V8 


Customs Office 

P.O. Box 5940, Terminal “A” 
451 Talbot St. 

London, Ontario N6A 5C9 


Customs Office 
185 Ouellette Street 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 4H8 


Customs Office 
Federal Building 
269 Main Street 


Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1B3 


Customs Office 
Federal Building 
104 Town Square 
1919 Rose Street 


Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 3P1 


Customs Office 
134-11 Avenue, S.E. 
Calgary, Alberta T2G 0X5 


Customs Office ~ 
1001 West Pender Street 
Vancouver, B.C. V6E 2M8 


Telephone 
(Public Inquiries) 


(902) 426-2911 


(418) 694-4445 


(514) 283-2953 


8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
(613) 996-0233 . 

After 5 p.m. and wknds 
(613) 998-3326 


Weekdays 

8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 
(416) 966-8022 

Sat., Sun. and 
holidays 

(416) 676-3643 


(416) 523-2891 
evenings and wknds 


(416) 679-6202 


(519) 679-4131 


(519) 254-9202 
(Exts. 254/55) 


(204) 985-6004 


(306) 569-6212 


8.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. 
(403) 231-4660 
Evgs, wknds and hols 
(403) 276-0295 


(604) 666-1545 
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